THE   CAREER   OF   THE   FOX  SISTERS

If it were exactly as stated, then, the physical
medium's character would be in no way affected by
his gift. Unfortunately, that is to understate the
case. Under our present unintelligent conditions, the
physical medium is subjected to certain moral risks
which it takes a strong and well-guarded nature to
withstand. The failures of these most useful and
devoted people may be likened to those physical
injuries, the loss of fingers and hands, incurred by
those who have worked with the X-rays before their
full properties were comprehended. Means have
been taken to overcome these physical dangers after
a certain number have become martyrs for science, and
the moral dangers will also be met when a tardy
reparation will be made to the pioneers who have
injured themselves in forcing the gates of knowledge.
These dangers lie in the weakening of the will, in the
extreme debility after phenomenal sittings, and the
temptation to gain temporary relief from alcohol, in
the temptation to fraud when the power wanes, and
in the mixed and possibly noxious spirit influences
which surround a promiscuous circle, drawn together
from motives of curiosity rather than of religion. The
remedy is to segregate mediums, to give them salaries
instead of paying them by results, to regulate the
number of their sittings and the character of the sitters,
and thus to remove them from influences which over-
whelmed the Fox sisters as they have done other of
the strongest mediums in the past. On the other
hand, there are physical mediums who retain such high
motives and work upon such religious lines that they
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